CONSCIENCE   AGAINST   VIOLENCE

course Calvin tells us that every writer who does not say
ay to his ay, and no to his no, is an evilly disposed person.
He therefore demands that those who differ from him
shall be prevented, not only from writing, but also from
speaking,- the implication being that he alone is entitled
to expound what he regards as right." Now Gastellio
wishes to insist, once for all, that no man and no party
is justified in saying: "We alone know the truth, and
every opinion other than ours is erroneous." All truths,
and especially religious truths, are contestable and
ambiguous. "It is presumptuous to decide with so much
positiveness concerning mysteries which are understood
by God alone, and to behave as if we were party to His
most hidden designs. And it is no less arrogant to fancy
we can attain certainty about such matters and can
represent them clearly to our imagination, when in
reality we know nothing at all about them."

Since the world began, multifarious disasters have
been the work of doctrinaires who intolerantly main-
tained their own views and opinions to be the only sound
ones. It is these fanatics for the unification of thoughts
and actions in accordance with their own model who, by
self-glorification and contentiousness, trouble the peace
of the world, transforming the natural juxtaposition of
ideas into opposition and murderous disputes. Gastellio
accused Calvin of such spiritual intolerance: "All the
sects have founded their religions upon the word of God,
and the members of each sect regard their own as being
in exclusive possession of the truth. But, according to
Calvin, one sect alone is right, and the others must
accommodate themselves to it. Of course to Maitre
Jehan Calvin his own doctrine seems true. But the
leaders of other sects hold the same belief about their
opinions. Calvin says that the others are Wrong; but
these others say that Calvin is wrong. Calvin wants to be
supreme judge; so do the others. Who is to decide? At
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